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Saugeen Shores, Arran-Elderslie, Chatsworth, 
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Email: jules_vanhaelemeesch@bgcdsb.org 
  
Student Trustees 

Nicole Voisin Sarah Van Tright 

Our Financial Picture for the Fiscal Year 2012-13  

      

The Board finalized the fiscal year with a .2% or $75,473 deficit.   

Operating Expenses were $47.3 million, 73%  of which was spent directly on 
Instruction 

Capital Expenditures for the year were $1.9 million. 

The Board educated 3,422 full-time equivalent students which represents a 
1.4% decline from 2011-12. 

Senior Administration 
Director of Education   Catherine Montreuil 
Superintendent of Education  Francine Pilon 
Superintendent of Education  Glenn Miller 
Superintendent of Education  Michael Bethune 
Superintendent of Business  Cathy Colton 
Superintendent of Human Resources Suzanne White 

EQAO 
Highest, Lowest and Provincial Average English-Language Board Level 
Results based on Percentage of Students at Levels 3 and above, 2005-
2006 to 2012-2013 
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A Message from the Director 
 
Dear Bruce-Grey Catholic Community: 
  
The 2012-13 year in Catholic Education has been a very active one.  Each 
day our students grew in their faith and their learning under the 
dedicated leadership of our talented staff.  Helping each student realize 
their God-given talents and gifts is a responsibility our entire community 
works together to achieve.  There are many ways that the gift of Catholic 
education is alive and well within the Bruce-Grey Catholic District School 
Board, and I am pleased to give you an overview of some of them in this 
Annual Director’s Report. 
  
Fundamental to the uniqueness of Catholic education is the Gospel of Jesus Christ that infuses 
our learning environments.  It informs all aspects of what we do – from educational philosophy, 
social justice activities, relationships with our Parishes, the hiring decisions we make and even the 
decisions in acquiring and using resources, including our physical space.  By ensuring that our 
foundation is strongly rooted in our Gospel values, together we ensure a strong Catholic 
education presence for our families and communities. 
  
We cannot achieve our goals alone.  We need the strength that comes from working together 
with our many partners.  Our networks with our priests and local parishes enrich our programs 
and help to prepare our students for the sacraments.  Parents and community agencies work 
together to support our students and families. Throughout the Diocese of Hamilton and 
throughout Bruce and Grey counties, we have many partnerships that enrich the spirituality, 
academic achievement and wellness of our staff and students. 
  
Together we have set the stage for a strong presence of Catholic education for years to come. 
 
  
God Bless, 

 
 
Catherine Montreuil, 
Director of Education 

Growing Together in Faith 

 
Faith Formation Day 
Our annual Faith Formation Day was held at Sacred Heart High School in Walkerton 
on October 11th.  The theme for the day was “Missio Dei: You did not choose me but 
I chose you… love one another.”  (John 15)  Bishop Daniel Miehm celebrated Mass 
with us to begin the day and Cathy Montreuil challenged staff to think about ‘Who’s 
not there yet?’  Staff also had the opportunity to participate in two workshops. 

 
Adult Faith Formation Opportunities 
A variety of adult faith formation opportunities were offered during the 2012-2013 school year.  We 
continued the past practice of offering Advent and Lenten retreats and also offered a new opportunity, 
partnering with the Diocese and OECTA to hold two Theology on Tap evenings.  Theology on Tap is a 
fun, faith formation event for adults where participants have the opportunity to come together, share 
food and drink, and listen to an engaging speaker in a relaxed atmosphere.   

 
When Faith Meets Pedagogy Conference 
Seventeen staff members from Bruce-Grey attended this year’s When Faith Meets Pedagogy 
Conference, “Opening Doors of Faith” at the end of October, and two workshops were led by staff.   
Paulette Lippert, Cathy Fritz, Mary-Adele O’Gorman and Ann-Marie Deas shared “Mental Health: Hope, 
Dignity & Our Compassionate Response,” a resource for Grade 9 & 10 religion courses which was 
written by our board in the summer of 2012.  Theresa Coburn also presented a workshop, sharing St. 
Peter & St. Paul’s work on student engagement in writing in “Student Voice / Student Choice: Out of 
the Mouths of Babes.”  
 

Catholic Education Week   
The Catholic Education Week Dinner was held on 
Wednesday, May 9th at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall between Walkerton and Mildmay.  The keynote 
speaker for the evening was Jerry Creedon, Adult 
Faith Animator with the Hamilton-Wentworth 
CDSB.  The theme for Catholic Education Week was 
Growing Together in Faith.  This dinner is a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate the wonderful 
gift that is Catholic Education in Bruce-Grey.  

 
Faith in Our Future 
As part of their Faith in Our Future campaign, OCSTA(Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association) 
invited students to create one-minute videos that highlight the unique and distinctive way Catholic 
education has helped or inspired them in their educational journey.  
 Students in Ashley Turcotte's grade 7/8,  and Deb Meyer's 6/7/8 classes at Immaculate Conception 
School Formosa accepted the challenge and created 7 one-minute videos.  
 The competition included videos from Catholic Schools throughout the province, and we are very 
proud that one of the winning submissions came from our little school board in Bruce-Grey! 
 You can view all 7 videos on our Bruce-Grey YouTube channel, including the 3rd place winner titled 
"We All Belong".                                                  http://www.youtube.com/user/brucegreycatholicdsb 

 

Student Voice Forum 
In the fall of 2013 students from Grade 10-12 at St. Mary’s and Sacred Heart were invited to participate 
in a student forum to provide feedback on their Catholic High School experience.  Students were asked 
to identify the strengths, areas for growth and their wishes for various aspects of their school 
experience including: extra curriculars, chaplaincy, guidance, school environment, religious education, 
and student leadership.  The feedback will be used for school and board improvement planning. 

 

Parent Involvement 
Parents’ involvement in their children’s education plays a critical role 
in student success. We are committed to engaging and involving our 
parents. Each school has a School Advisory Council, and the chair of 
each school participates in our Catholic Parent Involvement 
Committee (CPIC). Parents Reaching Out (PRO) grants are another 
way our parents can enhance the success of students in our schools. 
In 2012/2013 parents received almost $8,000 in grants to support 
such projects as parent and family nights, health and wellness 
presentations, and technology nights.  
Parents, students and staff also had the opportunity to come 
together in celebration at our annual BGCDSB Family Advent mass 
held this year at St. Joseph’s Parish in Port Elgin. 

Highlights from the Year  (continued) 
 
Board plans Major Partnership with Walkerton Daycare Facility  
The Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB is excited to have established a partnership with 
Brockton and the County of Bruce to establish a daycare at Mother Teresa 
School that will also provide a major learning opportunity for Sacred Heart High 
School students. 
The students in our Specialist High Skills Major program will have an opportunity 
to earn credits and experience toward a career in early childhood education by 
working in the new daycare.  
 

Band wins gold at festival  
The Notre Dame School band won a gold medal at the Grey County 
Kiwanis Festival of Music in April 2013. The band was also invited to 
perform at the Festival’s grand finale concert at the Roxy Theatre in 
Owen Sound where they received an award for the Top Elementary 
Band in the Festival.  
In addition, the band was asked to record its musical selections so the 
recording could be sent to the next level of competition, the Kiwanis 
Provincials, held in June in Peterborough. 

 

Board invited to present at International Education Conference  
The Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board was one of four Ontario school boards invited to make a 
presentation at an international conference on education hosted by the York Region DSB in late 
November.  
The local Catholic Board, as part of the Ontario team, joined the podium with presenters from Finland, 
England, Singapore, the United States, and Calgary.  
The three-day event had as its theme “The Quest for Increased Student Achievement and Well-Being: Re
-imagining Public Education”. Participants looked at innovative and high-performing global practice that 
sustains student improvement.  
 

BGCDSB has New Mobile App 
Parents of Bruce-Grey Catholic students can now access key school information 
on the go.  Available from the Apple App Store or Google Play, the SharpSchool 
app can access more than one school if parents have children attending multiple 
schools.  It can also access the Board's website for quick and easy access to 
board information and news. 
 

Mental Health and Well-Being  
Mental Health and Well-Being continued to be an important focus.  A team of staff wrote and piloted a 
mental health curriculum unit taught in our Grade 9 and 10 Religion classes.  The team then shared the 
units through the Catholic Curriculum Consortium with other Catholic schools.  We also welcomed 
Jennifer Chreptyk, Mental Health and Addictions Nurse, to our team as an additional support for the 
students and families across the system.   We have established and trained staff across our system in a 
suicide prevention protocol and have staff in every school who have received Mental Health First Aid 
training. 
  

Partnerships 
Recognizing we cannot support our students and families alone, we continue to have a strong 
relationship with Keystone Child and Family Services and our WRAP program provides our schools with 
access to a multidisciplinary team to provide support to students and their families who require 
additional assistance to be successful. We have welcomed a wide variety of community partners to our 
Advisory table and continue to work together to explore the ongoing development and enhancement of 
the mental health and behavior supports available to students and families.   
 

First Nation, Métis, and Inuit (FNMI) Education Policy Framework 
Building on the Ministry of Education principles of excellence and 
accountability, equity and respect for diversity, inclusiveness, 
cooperation, and shared responsibility and respect for constitutional 
and treaty rights, we have a number of supports for students from 
FNMI heritage and for all students in learning about the fabric and 
contributions our First Nations have made to Canada.  This year, we 
have provided supports, presentations and resources to principals, 
staff and classrooms.  We have provided Canadian Roots Exchange 
workshops to all of our grades 7 and 8 classes, and have established a 
First Class Conference to support staff in developing classroom 
programs supporting the FNMI framework principles across the system. We have established Native 
Studies programs for grade 11 students in both high schools. 

  Highlights from the Year 
 
 
2012/2013 Enrolment 
Our board is committed to providing  a vibrant Catholic education to 
3,422 students in 13 schools (11 elementary and 2 secondary). 
 
 
 

 
2013 Applause Breakfast 
Each year during Catholic Education Week, the “Applause 
Breakfast Awards” Program honours selected students and their 
parents for their ongoing contributions to their respective school 
communities. Congratulations to this years recipients! 

 
21st Century Learning 
Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB continues the journey to providing rich 
Catholic education learning experiences using 21st Century 
tools and strategies. Students with special education needs 
continue to demonstrate learning results well above their 
provincial peers using technology to access curriculum and to 
demonstrate their learning. 
The board was featured in a Ministry of Education video 
highlighting teaching and learning using 21st century tools from 
Kindergarten to grade 12. 

 
 
 
 
 


